BLOOM FOR BROOKE
What is a Virtual Open Garden?

A step-by-step
guide to hosting
Bloom for Brooke
virtually

It’s like opening your garden to friends and family and hosting a traditional garden party, but online.
You don’t have to have a garden to make a difference – from window boxes to house plants and
allotments to container planting in your yard do consider sharing your gardening experiences.
Share photos of your garden on Facebook, for friends, family and colleagues to enjoy,
and in return encourage them to make a donation to Brooke.

1 Create a Facebook fundraiser
This is where you will host your Virtual Open Garden
It’s quick to set up, and makes sharing photos, film and collecting donations really easy

2 Set your fundraising target
Whatever you raise, you’ll be making a real
difference to the lives of working equines and the
families who depend on them

3 Decide how long to run your
Virtual Open Garden for
You may choose a week, a month, during a season,
the year or somewhere in between
It depends on what Virtual Open Garden activities
you choose to do

Achieving a £300 target
will provide the gift of
water, knowledge, a
first aid kit and a better
future to animals and
communities in
greatest need.

4 Share your fundraiser with family,
friends and work colleagues
On your Facebook fundraising page, click ‘SHARE’
Add a message to make it more personal
Ask kindly for a donation using a message
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5 Regularly post in your Virtual Open Garden
The more you post in your fundraiser, the more people
will share and the more funds your fundraiser will raise
Share photos and videos of your garden.
Host a live event from your Facebook page, inviting
loved ones to join you for a chat over a cuppa and a
slice of cake include a Q&A session.

£5 helps Brooke
reach one hard
working horse, donkey
or mule and the families
who depend on them for
their livelihood

Include stories and speak about the importance of
Brooke’s work. Why you support Brooke, our work and
include a message.
Tag your posts with #BloomforBrooke

Read these
Hints and Tips
to help you plan
what to share

6 Enourage donations from
friends, family and colleagues
When they do, thank them personally and tell
them how their donation will make a difference.
Please see the section in your Bloom for Brooke
Fundraising Pack ‘How your donation will make
a difference.

7 At the end of your Virtual Open Garden
The funds you raise are paid directly to the charity
automatically. You don’t need to do anything else.

8 Finally...
Please thank all your followers and share the
total funds raised far and wide encouraging others
with magnificent gardens, allotments, ponds or
window boxes to sign up and host their own
Bloom for Brooke event.
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HELPFUL HINTS & TIPS
Creating your fundraiser on
Facebook is easy
When you are ready to start, click this link
It will take you to Facebook to set up your Virtual
Open Garden fundraising page
1. Enter your fundraising target and end date, and click ‘Next’
2. Give your fundraiser a title. If you are not sure, here’s one to
get you started ‘[Your name]’s Virtual Open Garden in
Bloom for Brooke’
3. Add a personal description to inspire your friends and
family to support your cause. You could say why you are 			
supporting Brooke, and why horses, donkeys and mules are
so close to your heart. And include the hashtag
#BloomforBrooke. When you’re done, click ‘Next’.
4. Choose a cover photo. You can use one that Facebook suggests
but we recommend uploading a photo of your garden because
this will help your fundraiser stand out. When you’re finished,
click ‘Create’ – and your fundraiser is ready!
Need further assistance please call 020 7470 9393 or
email community@thebrooke.org visit www.thebrooke.org
#BloomForBrooke @thebrookecharity
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