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Collaborative research between Brooke and the
University of Portsmouth shows that working
horse welfare in Senegal is linked to their
owner's beliefs and circumstances.

Owners who have positive attitudes towards their horses
believe they can feel emotions. Those who have a larger income
own horses in a better welfare state.

Working horses often experience a range of
health and welfare issues, such as poor body
condition, wounds, foot problems and displays
of depressive-like hehaviours.

Reasons for poor welfare are often multifaceted
but are frequently linked to the exclusion of
working equids in policy and international
development agendas 123, socioeconomic factors
such as an owner's inability to afford veterinary
care, feed and suitable working equipment, and
the owner's limited knowledge base.

The health and welfare of equids such as horses
are intimately linked to their owners. If animals

become sick or injured and are unable to work,
this not only affects their wellbeing but has

a direct impact on the income-generating
opportunities and wellbeing of the communities
who depend on them. Many communities rely
on their equids to carry water, take produce to
market, transport people and work in agriculture.

To support communities to ensure their animals
experience good physical and mental health,

it is important to understand the relationship
between different factors that may impact their
animal's welfare.

To support this, Brooke and the University of
Portsmouth have explored the relationship
between Senegalese horse owner's belief

in horse mind, their attitudes towards their
horses and their welfare, and the owner's
socioeconomic status.

Belief in horse mind refers to how
we attribute horses with mental
capacities such as intellect and
feelings of emotion (sentience) !,

Socioeconomic status is an individual
or group's position in a society, which
is determined by wealth, occupation,
and social class®.
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Horses emotional state

Brooke is an international charity that protects and improves
the lives of horses, donkeys, and mules and the communities

that rely on them.

We work with owners, communities and policymakers to bring
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HoRSESANDDONKEYS  about lasting improvements to the lives of working animals.



Key findings

This is the first study we are aware of
that provides an understanding of the
relationship between working horse
welfare, owner's attitudes and beliefs,
and their socioeconomic status.

The findings from this study highlight

the importance of understanding the
relationship between socioeconomic
status, attitudes, belief in animal mind, and
animal welfare. Studying these variables

in isolation doesn't allow for the complete
picture to be understood; therefore
understanding the complex dynamics
between the variables is invaluable.

The study will be used to advocate

for authorities to implement effective
measures to protect the horses who play
vital roles in people's livelihoods. The
study can be used to convince human
development NGOs to engage in joint
projects with Brooke West Africa.

Information will be shared with
communities to raise awareness of the
interdependency between their own
wellbeing and the welfare of their horses.

To find out more about this study contact
research@thebrooke.org
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Horse owners with a stronger belief in horse
sentience and a more positive attitude
towards their horses and owned horses with
a healthier body condition score.

Belief in horse mind was positively correlated
with the provision of appropriate nutrition,
positive horse health and behaviour.

Positive attitudes towards horses were
associated with providing appropriate
nutrition and positive behaviour.

There was a strong relationship between a
household's ability to cover their needs, such
as paying hills, and horse's physical welfare,
for example, providing an adequate diet,
suitable housing and veterinary care.

Larger households and those with a higher
income were more likely to own a horse in
good general health.

No association was found between formal
education level and horse welfare. This is
not surprising as knowledge about how to
care for animals usually comes from the
community.
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